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SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER MULDOON'S VISIT TO UNITED STATES 

REF: WELLINGTON 2750 

1. CAPITAL'S LARGEST NEWSPAPER, EVENING POST, CARRIED 
TWO SEPARATE ITEMS JULY 18 CONCERNING PRIMIN MULDOON'S 
PLANS TO VISIT US AND MEET WITH PRESIDENT CARTER THIS 
PALL. 

2. IN PIRST ARTICLE CARRIED BACK PAGE, PRIMIN TOLD 
REPORTERS AT WEEKLY PRESS CONPERENCE THAT DATE POR 
MEETING WITH PRESIDENT STILL UNDER CONSIDERATION BECAUSE 
PROPOSED SEPTEMBER DATE "NOW NOT ALTOGETHER SUITABLE " 

BECAUSE OP TWO OTHER OVERSEAS VISITS PLANNED POR 
AUGUST. PRIMIN SAID "SOME OP THE PRESSURE" WAS OPF 
MEETING WITH PRESIDENT BECAUSE OP RECENT POLICY SPEECH 
BY SECRETARY VANCE ON PACIPIC AREA (ASIA SOCIETY 
SPEECH). HE ALSO MENTIONED ANZUS COUNCIL MEETING IN 
WELLINGTON NEXT WEEK. 
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3. SECOND ARTICLE STATES THAT DATES POR MULDOON/PRESIDENT 
CARTER MEETING ARE "AGAIN IN THE MELTING POT." QUOTING 
INPORMED LOCAL SOURCES, ARTICLE SAYS NOVEMBER IS NOW 
LOOKED AT BECAUSE PARLIAMENT'S LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR 
MAKES PRIMIN'S PRESENCE IN NEW ZEALAND IMPORTANT DURING 
SEPTEMBER. BILL ON ABORTION AND CHANGES IN SECURITY 
OPERATIONS CITED AS THE IMPORTANT LEGISLATION. ARTICLE 
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NOTES THAT JUNE AND SEPTEMBER 15 DATES FOR MEETING "FELL 
THROUGH" AND CONCLUDES WITH SUMMARY OF PRIMIN'S OTHER 
OVERSEAS TRAVEL PLANS FOR YEAR: I.E., SINGAPORE, KUALA 
LUMPUR AND BANGKOK, AUGUST 5-12; SOUTH PACIFIC FORUM MEET- 
ING IN PAPUA NEW GUINEA AUGUST 25; IMF ANNUAL MEETING 
IN WASHINGTON AND COMMONWEALTH FINANCE MINISTERS MEETING 
IN BARBADOS LATE SEPTEMBER. 

4. IN A MORE COMPLETE REPORT ON MULDOON'S PRESS 
CONFERENCE, THE DOMINION NEWSPAPER THE FOLLOWING DAY 
QUOTED THE PRIME MINISTER AS SAYING THAT HE WAS DISTURBED 
AT THE AMOUNT OF TIME HE WAS HAVING TO SPEND OUT OF 

NEW ZEALAND. FOR THIS REASON, APPROACHES HAVE BEEN MADE 
TO THE UNITED STATES TO POSTPONE UNTIL NOVEMBER HIS 
SEPTEMBER MEETING WITH PRESIDENT CARTER. MULDOON SAID THE 
ORIGINAL TRAVEL PLANS WOULD HAVE MEANT HIS BEING OUT OF 
THE COUNTRY FOR ABOUT FIVE WEEKS IN SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER. 
ALTHOUGH HE WAS KEEN TO ATTEND THE IMF MEETING IN 
WASHINGTON AND THE COMMONWEALTH FINANCE MINISTERS' 
MEETING IN BARBADOS, THE PRIME MINISTER SAID HE WOULD 
LIKE TO MAKE THESE A SWIFT OVERSEAS VISIT ABOUT THE 
END OF THE PARLIAMENTARY SESSION (MID TO LATE SEPTEMBER). 

THE VISIT TO PRESIDENT CARTER WOULD FOLLOW LATER. 

5. EMBASSY COMMENT: SO FAR, MULDOON'S EXPLANATION FOR 
THE POSTPONEMENT OF HIS VISIT TO WASHINGTON HAS RAISED 
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NO QUESTIONS. UNLESS THE DEPARTMENT ADVISES OTHERWISE, 

OUR POSTURE IF ASKED WILL BE TO REFER TO THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S EXPLANATION AND AVOID ANY COMMENT. SELDEN 
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